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represents a growth of 2.2 million Euros over the previous year and 
is 4.1 million Euros more than set in the target for 2009. There was 
nevertheless a fall in income from interest and remitted court fines, 
but there was an increase in unrestricted bequests. Growth was 
particularly due to donations for humanitarian aid which made up 
13%. Winning over long-term sponsors proved to be more difficult. 
These are vital for long-term development co-operation. The 
introduction of project sponsorships alongside child sponsorships 
contributed to more clarity for sponsors.
The credit crunch and economic recession in 2009 had negative 
effects for many partners (increases in the cost of living, higher 
personnel costs and a general rise in prices). In addition, other 
organisations that co-operate with our partners had to reduce or 
completely stop their financial support so that the only option 
open for us was to rebalance our budget for long-term projects, to 
cutback, and in one or two cases to keep the work going by using 
special grants. Some partners made great efforts to find new 
sources of funding or to mobilise even further the self-help power 
of people in projects.
Kindernothilfe has to strengthen its place in the donor market. The 
trust on which donations are based gives us both great 
responsibility and independence. To meet our responsibilities for 
long-term projects and humanitarian aid, we must make greater 
effort to find long-term sponsors. However, we must also encourage 
people to donate for disaster relief in general and not just for 
particular disasters. We need more capacity to act in the event of 
smaller and low-profile disasters such as, the earthquake in Malawi 
in October 2009 which was hardly mentioned in the news here in 
Germany.
Especially in times of economic instability, it is important to agree 
with partners on targets when the anticipated funding is not paid, 
which puts the achievement of programme targets at risk. Through 
dialogue with project holders and organisations the sector Capacity 
building and coordination structures etc. must be revamped to 
maintain the quality of work and to achieve an acceptable cost-
benefit relation.

Ombudsmann: The board of trustees created the position of 
ombudsperson and appointed Dr. Hermann as ombudsman for 
four years. The members of staff were informed at an employee 
meeting in 2009 and Dr Hermann was introduced. During the year 
he was called on once to clarify an issue.

Our profile: The anniversary year 2009 was a boost for our work. It 
helped to sharpen our profile as an aid organisation and increase 

the ecumenical extension of our commitment. Everything we do, 
be it organisational, financial, or programme oriented, is based on 
the motivation and strength emanating from faith which is not 
prepared to accept poverty and violence, but “to look for new 
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells” (2 Peter 
3.13). This was also expressed by the German chancellor in her 
speech of thanks at the 50 anniversary celebration when she said: “ 
Without initiatives like Kindernothilfe, which despite all setbacks 
and difficulties that it most probably had, managed to find strength 
in the Christian faith, we would not be able to move forward”. With 
gratitude for the past year, this should apply for the future and for 
the hope that children be able to lead their lives in dignity, justice 
and peace.
 
 
Dr. Jürgen Thiesbonenkamp, Chairman of the board of directors 

Rolf-Robert Heringer,Deputy chairman of the board of directors

Dietmar Roller, Board member for programmes and projects
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Medium-term finance plan

(in ,000 Euros)	 Plan 2010	 Plan  2011

1. 1. Income	  	  

	 1.1 Donations	 45,270	 46,200

	 1.2 Grants	 2,820	 3,000

	 1.3 Other income	 1,425	 1,500

	 1.4 extraordinary income	 310	 310	

Total	 49,825	 51,010

2. Expenses		

	 2.1 Project support	 38,680	 39,200

	 2.2 Project backstopping	 2,600	 2,630

	 2.3 Public awareness,  

	 information work, advocacy 	 2,050	 2,080

	 2.4 Advertisement and donor service	 4,215	 4,300

	 2.5 Administration	 3,315	 3,350

Total	 50,860	 51,560

Withdrawal from reserves	 -1,035	 -550

The finance plan does not take into account donations for the 
earthquake in Haiti nor the extra expenses for humanitarian 
aid in progress. An adjustment of the finance plan will be made 
if necessary in the first half of 2010.
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With the Children for 
a Future worth living
Our origin and Identity
Kindernothilfe began its work in 1959 with five sponsored children in India. Today we 
reach 588,700 children and young people in 28 countries on four continents. 90 per 
cent of the association’s funds is provided by around 100,000 donors. As a Christian 
child aid organisation, we are a member of the Diaconical Work of the Evangelical 
Church in Rhineland and we see our work as part of the global ecumenical develop-
ment co-operation. 

The Help we offer
The help we offer begins with basic needs: food, medical care, integration in a com-
munity and education in a wider sense. The projects are based on long-term planning 
and work to improve living conditions in a sustainable manner. Hence, we support 
children through sponsorships. Sponsorship allows for long-term aid and is therefore 
an effective form of support. Because through these a child is supported in his/her 
own environment, an entire village can develop or a slum district can change. Help for 
self-help overcomes dependence and strengthens self responsibility. The responsibil-
ity and running of projects are in the hands of local partners. They work out strategies 
with the local population to combat poverty and commit themselves to improving 
living conditions. The interest of children and young people are always at the centre 
of their work.Children should contribute their ideas to the work of projects
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The Goals we follow
Together with children and young people who live in poverty we work towards a future free of destitution, violence or abuse. Boys 
and girls need protection and support. But they also have their own ideas and plans on how to overcome deprivation and poverty. 
That is why their participation is essential. We work towards strengthening the self-esteem of children on their way to leading 
independent lives. The UN-Convention on the Rights of the Child serves as the basis of our work – the focus of our work being 
children at risk: street children, working children, child soldiers, aids orphans, sexually abused and exploited children, and those 
who suffer exclusion because of various disabilities. In Germany and abroad we are actively involved in national and international 
campaigns and alliances to achieve the global implementation of child rights. Our information and teaching material aims at in-
forming the public at large about the situation of young people in developing countries and enabling them to take development 
political measures. 

You will find detailed information about our work on our homepage             en.kindernothilfe.org
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International breakthrough 
for child rights
20 years after the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child was passed, a groundbreaking 

development for child rights is taking place – on 17th  June 2009 the UN Human Rights 

Council passed a resolution on the individual complaint procedure. It was Kindernothilfe 

that paved the way for the introduction of this instrument.

Already back in 1999 Kindernothilfe had started to lobby for the 
introduction of an individual complaint procedure for the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child. It lobbied the German 
parliament, various ministries and the United Nations to 
introduce a better monitoring system for the Convention. Up to 
now, the reporting procedure is the only possibility to make 
states accountable and to monitor if and how they implement 
child rights.
It took a lot of persuasion, even to convince other NGOs. Finally 
in 2007 an international campaign got off the ground. So far, 
more than 600 organisations spread across the world have 
joined the campaign. The aim was initially to win over states. 
Slovakia took over the management and within a very short 
space of time many states supported the initiative. Shortly 
before the meeting of the Human Rights Council in June 2009, 
the German government at that time decided to become 
actively involved. The new German government continues this 
involvement especially because they committed themselves to 
do so in the coalition contract. This is a successful result of 
Kindernothilfe’s long drawn-out and persistent advocacy work.
The first important step at UN level was taken on 17th June 
2009. The Human Rights Council passed a resolution put 
forward by 41 states and commissioned a working group to 
examine the possibilities of introducing an individual complaint 
procedure. In December 2009, this working group met in 

Geneva. Approx. 100 states as well as UN experts and NGOs 
took part. Kindernothilfe together with other organisations 
made contributions and presented background papers at the 
meeting. There were no objections from the states to a right of 
complaint. Many of them stressed that children must have the 
possibility to complain when all legal measures fail or are not 
available. The main point here is the acknowledgement  that 
children are holders of rights. The individual complaint 
instrument would ensure that legal measures at national level 
would be improved or established, or both. The meeting ended 
with a report to the Human Rights Council.
What happens next will be decided in March 2010. Kindernothilfe 
is campaigning for a new resolution to commission the start of 
drafting an optional protocol for an individual complaint 
procedure. The chairperson of the UN committee for the rights 
of the child in Geneva, Yanghee Lee, who put all her support 
behind the new treaty, appeals to all states: “ Where there is a 
will there is a way. There is no turning back now”.

Further information on: 
8   en.kindernothilfe.org/the_individual_complaints_procedure

Barbara Dünnweller, Kindernothilfe’s expert on child rights

Barbara.Duennweller@knh.de
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 Afghanistan: Community development projects*, 
support and development programmes for differently abled chil-
dren, support for girls and women, co-financing of two clinics, HIV/
Aids prevention education.

 Bangladesh:  School hostels, day care centers, 
village development projects, vocational training centers, shel-
ters for pregnant minors, aid for flood victims. 

 Bolivia: Day care centers, country school hos-
tels, community development projects* in indigenous com-
munities, support for street children, care and rehabilitation 
programmes for differently abled children, combating exploi-
tation and health risks for children in mines, scholarships for 
young people from poor urban districts and rural areas.

 Brazil: Day care centers including programmes 
for reducing poverty and income generating measures for fam-
ilies, agricultural schools, projects for urban districts and slums, 
projects for street children and children who are victims of vio-
lence and exploitation, care and rehabilitation programmes for 
differently abled children, vocational training, support for or-
ganisations of small farmers.

 Burundi: day care centers, vocational training 
for street children, treatment for traumatised orphans and 
former child soldiers, self-help groups.

 Chile: Day care centers, projects with Mapuche-
children, working children, under-age mothers and migrant 
children, support and rehabilitation programmes for differ-
ently abled children, music schools and cultural work in poor 
districts for the prevention of violence, community develop-
ment work with families and people in poor urban districts 
and villages through awareness programmes on hygiene, nu-
trition, health and education, motivation and advice for people 
to organise themselves into groups and solve problems on 
their own. 

 Ecuador: Primary schools, day care centers, 
projects for children at risk (e.g. street children or working chil-
dren), community development projects* in Indigena commu-
nities with agro-ecological components,  lobbying for more 
state commitment to education and health care for villages in 
the Andes highlands.

 Ethiopia: Day care centers, homes for orphans, 
hostels, community development projects, projects with street 
children and abused children, vocational training, scholarship 
programmes for university students, improvement of condi-
tions for girls and women, care and rehabilitation programmes 
for differently abled children, combating child labour and child 
marriages, HIV/Aids prevention education.

 Guatemala: Primary education, alternative 
education programmes, social work in inner cities, support for 
working children, psychological and legal support for victims of 
violence.

 Haiti: Conventional and alternative education-
al programmes, special support and integration programmes 
for Restavék children (children who work and live in the 
homes of strangers), agro-ecological programs, care of or-
phans and aids-orphans.

 Honduras: Care and rehabilitation programmes 
for differently abled children, social work with street children in-
cluding legal aid for victims of violence, day care centers, support 
for working children, community development.

 India: Day care centers, hostels, community de-
velopment projects*, support for street children and working 
children, care and rehabilitation programmes for differently 
abled children, programmes for children and their families who 
are infected and affected by AIDS as well as sexually abused 
children, scholarship programmes, reconstruction work in the 
wake of the tsunami.

In Birma, Kindernothilfe doesn’t support any long-term projects; therefore, this country is not listed here.

Concrete Help
This section describes the types of projects and programmes which Kindernothilfe sup-

ported in 2009 in their partner countries in Africa, Asia, Latin America, and Eastern Eu-

rope. Basic education, nutrition, health care and child rights work are integral parts of 

each project and are therefore not given extra mention here.  
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 Indonesia: Day care centers, hostels, street 
children  projects, children’s homes, support and rehabilita-
tion programmes for differently abled children, vocational 
training, community development projects, reconstruction 
projects in the wake of the tsunami in Aceh and the earth-
quake in Java, trauma-therapy for children who were affected 
by the tsunami or the earthquake.

 Kenya: Introduction of child rights approach, 
community development projects*, vocational training, sup-
port for street children, community oriented programmes for 
differently abled children and their families, self-help groups, 
promotion of talented children.

 Kosovo: Child-and youth centre for half-or-
phans, schools for crafts and agriculture.

 Malawi: community development projects* for 
aids orphans, support of street children, HIV/aids prevention 
education, securing livelihood through agriculture and pro-
grammes for starting self-reliant businesses.

 Namibia: Hostels, care and rehabilitation pro-
grammes for differently abled children, school programmes for 
the prevention of violence against children, HIV/aids preven-
tion education.

 Pakistan: Hostels, community development 
projects*, care and rehabilitation programmes for differ-
ently abled children, reconstruction of schools after the 
earthquake, psychosocial programmes for children affect-
ed by the earthquake.

 Peru:  Day care centers, environmental protec-
tion and education projects to help children with lead poison-
ing, care and rehabilitation programmes for differently abled 
children, prevention of violence, trauma therapy and support 
for children who have been the victims of violence, support for 
an innercity programme.

 Philippines: Day care centers, projects for or-
phans and social orphans, community development projects*, 
support for street children and child labourers, care and reha-
bilitation programmes for differently abled children and for 
sexually abused children, scholarship programmes, advocacy 
and lobbying, construction work after the typhoon “Reming”.

 Russia: work with HIV-infected families and so-
cial orphans in and around St. Petersburg, projects for street 
children, care and rehabilitation programmes for differently 
abled children and for traumatised children in Beslan.

 Rwanda: Self-help groups, community devel-
opment projects*, agricultural training for aids orphans.

 South Africa: Day care centers, schools for dif-
ferently abled children, community development projects*, 
HIV/aids prevention programmes, support and rehabilitation 
programmes for differently abled children, support for street 
children, self-help groups.

 Sri Lanka: Hostels, day care centers, develop-
ment and nutrition programmes for women with children, 
project for sexually abused girls, vocational training, support 
and rehabilitation programmes for differently abled children, 
psycho-social work for children affected by the tsunami and/or 
the civil war, disaster relief for civil war refugees, social work in 
slums, training in agriculture.

 Swaziland: Training centers, day care centers, 
schooling for children and young people with and without dis-
abilities, self-help groups.
 

 Thailand: HHostels, hospice for aids orphans, 
scholarship programmes for young Lahu people (mountain 
people).

 Uganda: HIV/aids  prevention programmes in 
all projects, support for street children, scholarship pro-
grammes, community development projects*, formal and in-
formal vocational training, agricultural training, work with 
traumatised aids orphans and former child soldiers, protection 
of children from forced recruitment as child soldiers, self-help 
groups, support for a refugee camp in North Uganda.

 Zambia: Center for children who have experi-
enced (sexual) violence, radio schools, care and rehabilitation 
programmes for differently abled children, lobbying for differ-
ently abled people, community projects against child labour 
and on HIV/aids prevention as well as support for girls, self-
help groups.

* Community development projects: motivation and empowerment of people in villages and 

poor urban districts to improve their living conditions and of those around them.
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Africa
Countries: 	Ethiopia, Burundi, Kenya, Malawi, Namibia, Rwanda, 

	 Zambia, South Africa, Swaziland, Uganda

Children: 	 456,946

Projects: 	 253

Budget: 	 14.6 million Euros

Additional project reports from Africa on Kindernothilfe homepage:    en.kindernothilfe.org/Africa

The situation: The number of women mutilated in the Oro-
mia region of South Ethiopia is higher than in the rest of 
the country. According to a study by DHS (Ethiopia Demo-
graphic Health Survey) from the year 2000,  approx. 90 % 
of the women there were genitally mutilated and more 
than 70% approved of female genital mutilation (FGM).

Project goals: In co-operation with RCWDO, Kindernothilfe 
aims to reduce the spread of FGM by 40% in twelve dis-
tricts. It also aims to curtail other harmful traditional prac-
tices (early marriages and the abduction of girls for forced 
marriages). Through workshops, school clubs and discus-
sion forums, we hope to reach more than 200,000 people 
during a period of five years. The main focus is on achieving 
a sustainable change in people’s way of thinking.

Activities 2009: RCWDO trained 120 voluntary helpers. They 
learned how to lead discussions in their village communi-

ties and to speak about delicate issues like FGM. They ar-
ranged 960 meetings reaching up to 57,600 people. In 
these encounters, tribe leaders and village elders were spe-
cifically sought out, as only they can bring about a real 
change in deeply rooted traditions. The RCWDO also found-
ed 60 gender clubs with children and young people. Here, 
among other activities, girls worked out a plan of action for 
informing their families and peers about the effects of 
FGM and how to bring about a change in their way of 
thinking. There are 30 to 40 children in a club. They deal 
with both female and male roles and strive to reach gender 
equality.

Plans for 2010: Some examples: conduct a study; train 120 
volunteers and staff members to explain and inform at 
least 30% of the population of harmful practices, HIV/aids, 
women and children’s rights; workshops for 1,200 school-
girls and female teachers on gender (social gender role) 

Sample project:  Awareness campaign (Projekt 6077/AB/54)

Ethiopia 
Abolishing harmful traditional practices 
in the Oromia Region  

Target group: 	
Directly: 5,000 boys and girls in gender clubs/schools, 
67,252  inhabitants of the region. Indirectly: a total of 
214,252 inhabitants through families and neighbours 
of those directly reached. 
Project holder:	 Rift Valley Children and Women
	 Development Organization (RCWDO)
Duration: 	 1st March 2009 to 28th February 2014
Form of aid: 	 Single donation 
Project budget: 	 588,927 Euros  	
Kindernothilfe share: 	 588,927 Euros
- Budget 2009:  	 143,039 Euros
- Budget 2010:	 107,653 Euros

Contact person: Ina Prager, ina.prager@knh.dePh
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Situation: During the 13 year civil war, children and young peo-
ple were abused as child soldiers. They saw their parents and 
siblings being raped and killed. Many Burundians fled to 
neighbouring countries. Since the cease-fire in 2008, hun-
dreds of people have been returning back to their country, 
which is the poorest in the world. Children with severe trauma 
ended up on the street because their parents are dead and/or 
they could not feed them or they couldn’t manage to stay to-
gether as a family. 

Project targets: Reintegration of 300 children and young peo-
ple between 6 and 16 into their communities. Local communi-
ties, self help groups and local authorities take on responsibil-
ity for the well-being of children and young people and 
respect their rights. Street children, former child soldiers, 
working children, abused and mistreated children and or-
phans grow up in a protected environment with (foster)fami-
lies. They overcome their trauma with the help of psychother-
apeutic and psychosocial therapies. Young people do 
apprenticeships in schools and companies. 

Activities 2009: THARS got in contact with 610 children and 
under-aged prostitutes. The organisation managed to reinte-
grate 40 children into families, got 64 into schools, obtained 
apprenticeships for 38 young people and arranged alternative 
sources of earnings for 11 prostitutes. 56 boys and girls made 
good progress during their psychotherapy. Three psycholo-
gists  from THARS trained 34 teachers and social workers as 

crisis assistants. In a project, Hutu and Tutsi children got to 
trust members of the other ethnic group. Individual and group 
therapy helped those who could not come to terms on their 
own with their experiences. THARS informed local authorities 
on child rights and called on them to report and strive to pre-
vent child labour and child abuse. Members of self help groups 
of two Kindernothilfe partners set up two protection commit-
tees per town to supervise compliance with child rights. 

Plans for 2010: Continue all activities with the following tar-
gets: integration of 160 children and young people into their 
families, psychosocial therapy for 83 children/young people, 
school/vocational training for 65 children/young people, set 
up 13 child-rights clubs. 

Project risks: Some street children have acquired a beggar 
mentality and it is very difficult to get them to take initiatives. 
Poverty and family problems make the social integration of 
children into their families difficult. Some parents become im-
patient when the psychotherapy treatment for their children 
does not kick in fast enough. Not all street children can be re-
integrated – only those can be reintegrated when the circum-
stances can be changed that forced them into the street in the 
first place.

Further information on child soldiers and street children: 
  en.kindernothilfe.org/Rubrik/Topics/Child_Soldiers
  en.kindernothilfe.org/Rubrik/Topics/Street_Children

Sample project:  Reinintegration of children at risk (Projekt 68101/AA/13)

Burundi 
Rescue and Reintegrate the Children (RRC) 
in Ngozi und Gitega  

Target group: 	
300 needy children and young people over 6 (former child 
soldiers, street children, prostitutes)   

Project holder:	 Trauma Healing and Reconciliation
	 Services (THARS)
Duration: 	 1st Dec.2008 to 30th Nov.2010 
	 – with the option to prolong 
Form of aid: 	 Project sponsorship 
Project budget: 	 92,109 Euros  	
Kindernothilfe share: 	 92,109 Euros
- Budget 2009:  	 45,222 Euros
- Budget 2010:	 45,107 Euros

Contact person: Monika Ries, Monika.Ries@knh.de
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and family law; found another 60 gender clubs for chil-
dren/young people; workshops for 5,208 religious and tra-
ditional leaders, village elders, government and communi-
ty representatives to sensitize them to the harm caused by 
some practices and encourage them to work on changes to 
the law.

Project risks: Long periods of drought that often occur in 
the region prevent some of the activities. People are strug-
gling to survive and are not that interested in FGM issues. 
As well as that, the target areas are difficult for project 
workers to reach – they are far apart and far from the dis-
trict capitals. There are no roads to some of them.
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Asia/Eastern Europe
Countries: 	Kosovo, Russia, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, 

	 The Phillipines, Sri Lanka, Thailand

Children: 	 85,379 (ASIA); 746 (Eastern Europe)

Projects: 	 524 (ASIA); 7 (Eastern Europe)

Budget: 	 13.1 million Euros (ASIA), 0.79 million Euros (Eastern Europe)

Further project reports from Asia/Eastern Europe on Kindernothilfe homepage:  
  en.kindernothilfe.org/Asia,      en.kindernothilfe.org/Eastern_Europe 

The situation: Nias is one of the poorest and  least developed are-
as of Indonesia. Children have no rights there. Tradition allows 
child labour, maltreatment and abuse of children as well as child 
marriages. The local government  sees no necessity to apply basic 
human rights for minors.

Project targets: Application of child rights on family and local politi-
cal levels – e.g. protection from child labour, prosecution in cases of 
child abuse and maltreatment, setting up protection organisations 
for children and young people, fair treatment and protection from 
unlawful prison sentences for child offenders, better education and 
training opportunities for children and early school leavers. 

Activities 2009: Start of an informal education programme for 
former child workers. Foundation of an action committee to com-
bat the worse forms of child labour and to develop prevention 
strategies. Training courses for local organisations and associa-
tions on child rights. Opening of eight child/youth organisations. 
Opening of a drop-in centre for young offenders. Publication of a 
newsletter with the help of child victims of sexual abuse or ex-
ploitive child labour that was distributed to 6,000 households, lo-

cal aid organisations, lawyers and governmental authorities.

Plans for 2010: The development of an action and protection 
scheme to combat child labour with the co-operation of govern-
ment representatives, police officers and relevant institutions. Ar-
range schooling and vocational training in co-operation with edu-
cation centres for 100 young school drop-outs, working and 
particularly needy children as well as 20 children from the chil-
dren’s prison. Legal aid for children who have come into conflict 
with the law. Various awareness campaigns and events in villages 
on child rights.  

Project risks: Geographical challenges (earthquake prone region, 
remote, partly inaccessible villages). Cultural aspects (discrimina-
tion against girls, children held in low esteem) and a low child-
friendly local legislation. That is why our partner actively networks 
with district and provincial authorities to achieve a wider cover-
age of the issue of child rights

Further information on child rights, child labour, sexual exploita-
tion of children:   en.kindernothilfe.org/Rubrik/Topics

Sample project: Support for working and abused children (Project 28710/AA/13)

Indonesia 
PKPA Child rights programme on the island of Nias

Target group: 	
80 School drop-outs (13-18), approx. 60 child offenders, 
child-protection organisations consisting of 100 children/ 
adults each, 40 young people who are to set up child/youth 
organisations, the general public (approx. 6,000 people) to 
be reached through publicity.  
Project holder:	 Pusat Kajian dan Perlindungan 	
	 Anak (PKPA)
Duration: 	 1.2.2009 – 31.1.2011
Form of aid: 	 Projektpatenschaft
Project budget: 		  144,580 Euros
Kindernothilfe share: 		  125,000 Euros
- Budget 2009:		  30,000 Euros
- Budget 2010:		  45,000 Euros

Contact: Katharina Springer, Katharina.Springer@knh.de
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The situation: There is thought to be more than two million vic-
tims of burnings in India each year – through accidents, self-in-
flicted, or by men who maltreat their wives, particularly in cases 
where the wife’s family give little or no dowry. Children who 
witness this are often traumatised  or develop fear of their disfi-
gured mothers. In Bangalore, there is only one hospital with a de-
partment for victims of burnings. Care is poor and many patients 
die of their burns. The survivors often suffer from disfigurement 
and anatomic distortion. 

Project targets: Professional treatment and care for burn victims 
(mainly women and children) and holistic support in form of ed-
ucation and opportunities to earn money. Awareness work and 
counselling. Reduce the number of victims through awareness 
work and training fire and first aid helpers. Holistic rehabilitation 
of burn victims.
 
Activities 2009: The centre for inpatients „Safe Haven“ (seven 
beds) took in women and children whose treatment at home 
was not guaranteed. It prepared some 60 burn victims for re-
construction surgery and financed their hospitalisation – the sur-
geons did not charge fees. 1,057 patients with less severe burns 
were treated at outpatient centres or at home. This included re-
dressing wounds, physio and pain therapy and, as many victims 
are severely traumatised, psychological therapy and family coun-

selling was also given. The project financed school fees, uniforms 
and school material for 100 children either with burns or whose 
mothers suffered from burnings.

Case study: Rathi, 25, mother of twins. Her husband is an un-
employed alcoholic. The family often suffered from hunger. The 
husband frequently beat Rathi till she was black and blue. One 
day she could not endure this any longer and attempted to set 
herself on fire. She survived, but badly burnt. Despite her burns 
she tried to work to earn money for her children. But everywhere 
she went people laughed at her appearance. Agni Raksha arran-
ged skin transplantation for her, organised  meals for her children 
and got them to school. Rathi’s wounds are now healed and she 
works in Agni Raksha’s office earning her own money. She has 
recovered her self-esteem and can well look after her children.

Plans for 2010: Move from „Safe Haven“ to another building and 
extend to 15 beds. Further networking with other NGOs, hospi-
tals, women self-help groups, family counselling centres and go-
vernment bodies in order to rehabilitate burn victims. 

Project risks: Problems with landlords who will not accept hos-
pitalisation in their buildings. Threats to staff by husbands and 
fathers of patients due to fear of what their wives and daughters 
will say about what happened to them.

Sample project: Help for victims of burnings  (Project 21333/AA/48)

India 

Agni Raksha in Bangalore  
Target group: 	 Victims of burnings, mainly women 	
	 and children
Project holder:	 Churches’ Council for Child and 
	 Youth Care (CCCYC) 
Duration: 	 From 27 April 2009, for at least 
	 3 years with option to prolong 
Form of aid: 	 Project sponsorship
Project budget 2009:  	45,185 Euros

Ph
ot

o:
 Ja

ko
b 

St
ud

na
r

Kindernothilfe share:  
- Budget 2009:  	 30,795 Euros
- Budget 2010:	 51,739 Euros (til 31st March 2011)

Contact:  Beate Lemmen-Feldkamp, 
Beate.Lemmen-Feldkamp@knh.de
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Countries: 	Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Ecuador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Peru

Children: 	 45,629

Projects: 	 201

Budget: 	 10.9 million Euros

Further project reports from Latin America on Kindernothilfe homepage:
  en.kindernothilfe.org/Latin_America

The situation: The living conditions for people in the Favelas 
of Capão Redondo are very  difficult. Many mothers bring up 
their children on their own. While they are working, the chil-
dren are left to their own devices and spend their time on the 
streets. There are just too few schools, no public playgrounds 
or sports areas. Many children have to earn money, some get 
caught up in the drug scene.  

Project targets: After 5 years children/young people go to 
sport/educational facilities. 2,000 adults have received voca-
tional training.  1,000 families live in better conditions. 155 
community representatives assist in setting up social urban 
district organisations and their networks focussing the ac-
tions on children and young people. Together with the resi-
dents, public offices, companies etc.  they work out a develop-
ment plan for Capão Redondo.
 
Activities 2009: AEB started its programme with 355 children 
and young people and 3 urban district organisations. There 
were difficulties at the start and expansion to include more 
children and district organisations didn’t take off till 2009. 
The boys and girls attend sport courses and workshops. With 
the help of some city departments we managed to expand 

free-time activities for children and young people. Young peo-
ple from the district of Sete Lagos developed plans to improve 
their environment – by sorting thrash, planting trees and or-
ganising rooms in public buildings for workshops. AEB organ-
ised income-generating courses (e.g. in cosmetics, clothes-
making, basket-making), made house visits to families and 
provided seminars – e.g. on conflict management. 

Plans for 2010: Expand the Sete Lagos scheme to other dis-
tricts (Jardim Magdalena, Jardim das Rosas and Jardim 
Macedônia); conduct a survey on the needs of people in fave-
las and use it as a base to work out a social project to improve 
people’s living conditions; provide new training courses (hor-
ticulture/food and nutrition security), advise and support 
people who wish to become self-employed by setting up a 
small business. 

Project risks: There is a shortage of leaders in the social or-
ganisations who are able to mobilise and motivate people to 
push for the needs of the community.

Further information on the topic of combating poverty:
 en.kindernothilfe.org/Rubrik/Topics

Latin America

Sample project : Development of an inner-city project  (Project 94218/AA/12)

Brazil

Vidas em Jogo in Capão Redondo/São Paulo  
Target group: 	
2,000 Children/ young people (aged 5-14), 1,000 parents, 
2,000 adults (Career entry programme/income generating 
measures), 15 residents’ organisations, 155 community 
representatives, residents and/or volunteer workers, 8,000 
people who benefit indirectly from the action.

Project holder:	 Associação Evangélica Beneficente (AEB)
Duration: 	 1st August 2008 to 31st July 2012
Form of aid: 	 Child sponsorships
Project budget: 	 787,166 Euros  	
Kindernothilfe share: 	 358,929 Euros
- Budget 2009:  		  93,711 Euros
- Budget 2010:	 79,762 Euros

Contact: Andrea Fehr, Andrea.Fehr@knh.de
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Sample projects:  Education for children and parents in a poor urban district (Project 88009/AA/12)

Peru
Strengthening children and young people in  
San Juan de Miraflores, Lima 
Target group: 	 1,944 directly reached and 9,720 indirectly reached children/young people/ adults 
	 (over the entire duration of the project)
Project holder:	 Aynimundo		
Duration: 	 1st July 2007 to 31st December 2011
Hilfsform: 	 Child sponsorships	
Form of aid:		 416,464 Euros
Kindernothilfe share:		 264,238 Euros
– Budget 2008:  		  62,189 Euros
– Budget 2009:  		  56,548 Euros

The situation: Unemployment, poverty and lack of future pro-
spects among people in the district of San Juan de Miraflores in 
the south of Lima often lead to drug abuse and violence. With 
no other real alternatives available, young people join gangs, 
take drugs and alcohol. Despairing parents also frequently seek 
consolation in alcohol and become violent towards their child-
ren. 50% of the population are children and young people of 
school age. 30% of these attend school irregularly or not at all 
because they have to work or their parents do not realise how 
important education is.

Project targets: Improvement of living conditions, particularly 
for children and young people – mainly through education, the 
acquisition of values, respect for human rights, environment 
protection and gender equality. Intensive work with parents to 
strengthen family coherence. Children, young people and their 
families should get actively involved in shaping their barrio and 
by doing so – increase their self-esteem and improve their futu-
re prospects.

Activities 2009:  Some examples: 225 children attended the 
project’s summer school during the holidays. 183 children were 
given support to attend two state schools which cooperate 
with the project. 50% of these children improved their school 

performance. 110 Teachers attended training courses on “ Com-
munication and democracy at school”. 25 young people were 
given extra tuition on a regular basis. 181 children and young 
people took part regularly in the free-time activities provided 
by the project (Sport, dancing, music, aerobics, making jewelle-
ry etc.). 21 young people were given grants for vocational trai-
ning in the technical sector. 60% of parents (mainly mothers) 
attended parent-teacher meetings.
 
Plans for 2010:  Setting up a youth network through which 
young people can actively lobby for their needs in public and 
with official institutions. They are trained for this by project 
staff. Intensive training of all staff, teachers and educators in 
order to guarantee a high quality of education for children and 
young people.

Project risks: Despite all awareness training, it is still very diffi-
cult to break with the deeply rooted negative way of dealing 
with children and young people and to persuade parents and 
teachers that children have the right to have a say in all issues 
which concern them.

Further information on the topic of education:
     en.kindernothilfe.org/Rubrik/Topics
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Contact: Maren Cruz Wallens, Maren.Cruz-Wallens@knh.de
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Evaluation – an 
indispensable instrument
Routine evaluation is an integral part of Kindernothilfe’s project work. It provides 

opportunities to learn from experience. It gives new insights for more accurate management 

of the project and hence increases the efficiency and sustainability of the action.                         

Since 2007, Kindernothilfe has been co-operating with its 
partner organisation African Evangelistic Enterprise (AEE) on a 
four-year project in Rwanda. The target is to provide support to 
20,000 women and their families in the Nyamagabe, Muhanga 
and Rubavu regions. Through self-help groups (SHGs) the 
women will be able to improve their economic, social and 
political situation in an independent and sustainable manner. 
Since 2002 Kindernothilfe and its partner have been successfully 
implementing the SHG approach in several countries including 
Rwanda or in various cases expanding existing SHG initiatives.

From 9th – 22nd September 2009, Kindernothilfe and AEE 
conducted an interim evaluation to work out recommendations 
and examine implications for possible project adjustments. The 
focus was on examining targets and their indicators. The 
effectiveness  and efficiency of the project were also reviewed 
as well as the impact and sustainability of what had been 
achieved until then.

To achieve the most objective and impartial results possible, 
Kindernothilfe and AEE put out a public tender call for a team 
of evaluators. The selected team consisted of a Rwandan 
consultant specialising in management and a German 

consultant specialising in rural development.

The team’s main method consisted first and foremost in 
participative work with project staff and target groups. After a 
detailed analysis of data, the evaluation work kicked off with a 
workshop for project staff in order to establish a common base 
and to discuss how to proceed.
 
The second step consisted of structured interviews with the 
SHGs as well as with individual women, men and children. 
This provided the evaluators with vital systematic 
information on the project work and on its impact. 
Information was also obtained from outside sources, such as 
from teachers and government officials. To get a picture of 
the situation on the ground, the two evaluators visited 
community facilities such as newly built wells and terraced 
gardens. Through workshops with community multiplicators, 
they obtained insights into the progress of the project as 
well as its strengths and weaknesses. Working closely with 
the multiplicators and AEE staff, the strengths and 
weaknesses as well as the opportunities offered by the 
project were analysed and discussed. The evaluators 
discussed the preliminary results of their audit with 

The evaluatiors interviewed women self-help groups.
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representatives of the target group and project staff. This 
provided the opportunity for these results to be re-checked 
and for any outstanding points to be cleared up.
In their final report, the evaluators stated that the project 
was for the most part on course. It had reached 11,108 people 
in a short period of time and these feel highly responsible for 
the project which is meeting their concrete needs.
 
Apart from further education programmes, the project staff 
in conjunction with the target group had carried out various 
infrastructural actions such as the construction of 13 
kindergartens and 11 wells. The SHGs had granted 29,530 
micro loans from their common savings to their members 
which increased their income and gave them more economic 
independence. Many women feel more self confident. Their 
role in the family has been strengthened. Furthermore, their 
dealings with each other has become noticeably more 
peaceful. Due to better nutrition and improved hygienic 
conditions, many of the 31,108 children of SHG members are 
less frequently ill and can concentrate better at school. Many 
now have shoes, school uniforms and enough reading and 
writing material. 

Over and above the short term visible success, there are 
many clear signs of a long-term positive impact. Women who 
previously considered themselves failures, have regained 
courage both for themselves and for their children and have 
taken their lives into their own hands. The holistic approach 
of the project, the local volunteer work, the close identification 
of the people with the project and particularly the availability 
of micro loans form a solid base for the sustainable impact of 
the project activities.  

Despite the achievements, the evaluators also found 
shortcomings. Some SHGs are too large which impacts 
negatively on the efficiency of the work. The groups had 
started to lay out terraced gardens on slopes for agricultural 
use. For cost reasons, this should be reconsidered. Some 
indicators for measuring the achievement of project targets 

turned out, in practice, to have aimed too high – such as the 
number of SHG members who were to learn to read and 
write during the course of the project. One of the 
recommendations given here was to hire an additional 
project worker for the project area. As regards monitoring, 
the evaluators recommended uniform data management 
and systematic data analysis. 

AEE discussed and made comments on the results and 
recommendations given in the final report. In turn, 
Kindernothilfe put forward its views on these comments. 
Based on this evaluation of the report, both partners 
eventually developed an action plan on how the 
recommendations and adjustments to the project could be 
further developed. 

The instrument of evaluation, which consists of a 
comprehensive system for defining standards and 
procedures, will continue to play an important role for 
Kindernothilfe. It facilitates the documentation and analysis 
of results as well as learning from the experience of project 
work and supporting partners in managing projects. 

Thorsten Hahn und Albert Eiden, Dept. Project Development, 

Sector Affairs, Evaluation, Albert.Eiden@knh.de

Evaluator John Kagarama at work.
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The self-help approach 
Since 2002 Kindernothilfe has been supporting self help 
groups in Rwanda, Uganda, Kenya, Ethiopia, Burundi, Zambia 
and Swaziland. In the meantime there are 10,383 groups 
with 180,734 members and 554,311 children (as per October 
2009). The self-help approach is a highly successful 
instrument for sustainably combating poverty.
It empowers the poorest of the poor, mainly women, socially, 
economically and politically to be able to lead a life of dignity 
in society together with their children. 
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The Consolidated Balance combines the income of the As-
sociation, the Kindernothilfe Foundation, and the assets in 
trust administered by the Foundation in accordance with ap-
propriate accounting and consolidation regulations. The as-
sets in trust refer to fourteen unindependent foundations 

Kindernothilfe’s consolidated income stands at 55.4 million 
Euros. Compared to the previous year, this is an increase of 
2.1 million Euros (i.e. approx. 4%). The increase was due to a 
rise in donations of 1.7 million Euros (i.e. 3.6%)

The consolidated expenses of Kindernothilfe amount to 52.1 
million Euros – this is an increase of 210,000 Euros (0.4%) 
compared to the previous year. Expenses for the support of 
projects were 44.7 million. This is an increase of 130,000 Eu-
ros (0.3%) compared to the previous year. Thisa represents 
85.85% of total expenses as against 85.95% for the previous 

year. Expenses for advertising and administration are al-
most 7.4 million Euros. This is an increase of 80,000 Euros 
(1.1%) in compared to the previous year and represents 14.15% 
of total expenses (previous year:  14.05%). The main factors 
involved in the development of expenses have already been 
given in the commentary on the income statement of the 
association. 

The consolidated balance shows a surplus of  3.25 million Eu-
ros (previous year: 1.4 million Euros) with the Association ac-
counting for approx. 2.4 million Euros and the Foundation 
and its assets in trust accounting for 857,000 Euros.
The balance is to be disposed of as follows: add 290,000 Eu-
ros to the capital of the Association/Foundation (previous 
year:  1.6 million Euros) and transfer 2.96 million Euros to re-
stricted  reserves (previous year: withdrawal of 200,000 Eu-
ros from reserves).

Consolidated total balance of the association, 
foundation and assets in trust.

Consolidated total balance of the Association, Foundation and Assets in Trust

in ,000 Euros                       
633

49,419

637

3,393

1,272

55,354

39,755

2,720

2,252

44,727

3,988

3,383

52,098

3,256

-291

-2,965

in ,000 Euros                       
944

47,699

1,087

3,066

484

53,280

40,088

2,643

1,866

44,597

4,008

3,283

51,888

1,392

-1,592

200

2009 Previous year

Income
1. Donations, Grants, Subsidies (excluding public funds)
2. Donations
3. Interest and Similar Proceeds
4. Other Income 
 (including public funds)
Total

Expenses
1. Project Expenses
 a)	 Support of projects
 b)	 Project backstopping
 c)	 Public awareness and Information Work
 Total of project expenses

2. Advertisement and donor service
3. Administration
Total

Result for the year

Disposition of Balance
1. Capital Increase
2. Deposit/(Withdrawal) Reserves, Amounts Accrued
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The audit certification
We have examined the annual statement of accounts consisting of 
the balance sheet, the profit and loss statement as well as appen-
dices (including bookkeeping) and the management report of 
Kindernothilfe e.V. in Duisburg for the financial year from 1 January 
to 31 December 2009. The accounting and preparation of the an-
nual financial statement under German business laws is the re-
sponsibility of the Association’s legal representatives. Our task is to 
make an assessment of the annual statement and accounting on 
the basis of our audit.

We carried out our audit according to legally established account-
ing principles and section 317 of German Business Law, under the 
supervision of the Institute of German Certified Public Accountants 
(IDW). Accordingly, the audit is planned and executed in order to 
thoroughly expose any improprieties or illegality affecting the 
preparation of the financial statement. In establishing the auditors’ 
guidelines, the nature of the organisation’s work, its economic and 
legal situation , and possible miscalculations are taken into ac-
count. During the audit the effectiveness of the system of internal 
controls and the reliability of the annual accounting data is checked 
at random. The audit includes an assessment of the accounting 
methods used, the statement of the legal representatives, and the 
entire formulation of the statement of accounts. In our opinion this 
provided a sufficient and secure basis for our evaluation. Our audit 

takes no exception to the Annual Statement.
In our judgement and based on the findings of the audit, the state-
ment of accounts is in compliance with legal requirements and 
conveys a true and fair picture of the actual situation of the net as-
sets, the financial position and the results of the operations of the 
association in conformity with generally accepted accounting prin-
ciples. The management report is consistent with the statement of 
accounts and gives, in sum total, a true and fair view of the situa-
tion of the association and presents any future risks accurately.

Düsseldorf, 15 March 2010
CURACON GmbH 
Certified Auditors
Michael Wendt, CA

Jan Grabow, CA

Sources of Income
 	 Sponsorship donation: 	 35,171,839.77 ₠	 64.8 %

 	 Donations for disaster relief: 	 2,998,884.06 ₠	 5.5 %

 	 Other donations:	 11,426,034.71 ₠	 21.0 %

 	 Inheritance, bequests, remitted court fines: 	 926,982.21 ₠	 1.7 %

 	 Remitted court fines: 	 542,069.83 ₠	 1.0 %

 	 Contributions, subsidies: 	 1,575,825.78 ₠	 2.9 %

  	Interest and similar proceeds: 	 338,029.75 ₠	 0.6 %

  	Other Income: 	 1,347,002.31 ₠	 2.5 %

	 Total revenue 	 54,326,668.42 ₠	 100 %

Breakdown of Expenditure
 	 Project support: 	 39,706,970.25 ₠	 76.5 %

 	 Project accompaniment: 	 2,719,704.50 ₠	 5.2 %

 	 Education, information work, advocacy: 	 2,251,351.10 ₠	 4.3 %

 	 Advertising and donor service: 	 3,974,433.09 ₠	 7.7 %

 	 Administration: 	 3,275,258.96 ₠	 6.3 %

	 Total Expenditure	 51,927,717.90 ₠	 100 %
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