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V. International Cooperation 

• Art. 7/see page 28 

Germany should support suitable prevention, demobilisation and reintegration programmes with better 
financing and greater reliability. These programmes should be in accordance with the “Paris Principles 
and Guidelines” and the proven methods described in them. 

• Art. 7/see page 28 

It remains unclear how Germany acts on an international and in particular on a bilaterally in relation to 
states where the Protocol is not being implemented and in particular child soldiers are still being used. 
This should play a role in the context of trade relations or the granting of credits. 

VI. EU-Guidelines 

• Art. 7/see page 28 

Germany’s report does not explain whether and to what extent there are special concepts, strategies or 
anything similar within the armed forces for the case that German soldiers discover child soldiers 
during deployment in crisis areas. It also remains unclear to what extent the Optional Protocol is made 
known particularly among the German soldiers deployed abroad or if there are special training courses 
in the armed forces for encountering child soldiers and/or special instructions about how the soldiers 
should react in such a case in order to avoid combat if possible and disarm the children.  

VII. German Soldiers on International Missions 

• Art. 7/see page 29 

The question arises as to whether and it what respect there are special concepts, strategies or anything 
similar within the armed forces for the case that German soldiers discover child soldiers during 
deployment in crisis areas. Thus, it remains unclear to what extent the Optional Protocol is made 
known particularly among those German soldiers deployed abroad. Also, Germany’s report does not 
explain whether there is, for example, special training in the armed forces when encountering child 
soldiers and/or special instructions about how the soldiers should react in such a case in order to avoid 
combat if possible and disarm the children. 

• Art. 7/see page 29 

Also unanswered is how the case of disarming and/or subduing children should be avoided. Are there 
considerations about how to determine if the combatant is a minor? Can it happen that minors are 
taken prisoner? Are there instructions about this within the armed forces? For all these cases and 
questions, considerations and strategies within the German Federal Armed Forces would be desirable, 
paying attention to the special situation of child soldiers and need for protection. 
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